I DIDN'T FEEL AS THOUGH I WAS A FOREIGNER
Demetra George Mustafaoglu performed on the stage of the
Azerbaijan National Philharmonic

On June 27th, American singer Demetra performed in concert at the Azerbaijan National
Philharmonic. Possessing a wonderful soprano voice, she is well-known to American
music lovers. Her repertoire includes over 20 roles from different operas and operettas
and 18 musical theater roles (Violetta, Evita, Elisa, and Mimi). She is also well known as
a performer of classical popular music. Her collection of awards includes one from the
New York Academy of Acting, a prize from an Opera Competition in San Francisco, a
performance with the National Orchestra of Sofia, Bulgaria, and a performance with the
Japanese Orchestra. Demetra has performed on the leading opera stages in Houston,
Boston, and Las Vegas. Her concerts were attended by US Presidents: Ford, Carter,
Nixon, and Clinton. But even more importantly, Demetra was the first person to perform
the Azerbajanian national anthem in the USA, which she did on May 31, 2007 at the
Azerbajanian embassy in Los Angeles and again this year. And her current performance
with the Azerbaijan National Symphonic Orchestra at Baku, Azerbaijan includes pieces
by Western European composers. The musical festival took place. Wonderful voice,
rare acting abilities, an incredible sincerity. Demetra won the listener over just
about after her first note. And after the concert, she gave an interview to our
newspaper.

You have an unusual name. Your name--Demetra--is Greek. Your middle name--George-
-1s Anglo-Saxon, your last name--Turkish. How did you manage to gather all of these?I
I'm a little Greek, Italian, Spanish, English and Albanian. Arab Soup as they say!

The first name is after my grandfather, the middle name is my father's name, and the last
name is my husband Mehmet's--he's Turkish Cypriot.

Demetra, you are a wonderful opera singer. But at the same time we've heard quite a bit
about your diplomatic activities. Who do you see yourself as, a musician or a diplomat?
Yes, it's true that I was the first person in the US to perform the Azerbaijanian national
anthem. I'd wanted to be a teacher or singer from my childhood years and I studied it. But
then my life changed significantly. 30 years ago, | met a great man and now I find myself
working on diplomatic affairs. Often, singers limit themselves with only singing. But my
life was different, it was much more multifaceted.

In Azerbaijan, we view Northern Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots as brothers. And you,
having arrived in Azerbaijan--did you feel accepted here?

I didn't feel like a foreigner here. My repertoire contains songs in many languages:
Italian, English, Spanish, Albanian. And in general in the US I identify myself as close
with the Azerbaijani community as I do with the Turkish community.

Forgive me if my question is too forward, but do you have kids? And if so, do they plan
to devote their lives to the stage?

We have two daughters, one is 21 and the other 23. Both are University students. They
dance and sing but don't want to do that professionally. They're afraid that I will be too



big of a "support" for them; they want to succeed in something in life on their own.

You said that you closely interact with the Azerbaijanian community. What if one of ours
falls in love with one of your daughters and brings her here (to Azerbaijan)?
My daughters are free people, they can do whatever they like.

And the last question for our newspaper: could you tell us about a comedic incident in
your life?

I am a member of the Turkish American Ladies League (TALL) in the US. Every year,
we help blind and underprivileged children. We treat them with food and I present a
concert for them. And so, after my performance, right on the stage, a little boy
approaches me. He earnestly examines my dress and then pulls me by the hand. "Miss
Demetra, why do you do that "ahhh" " (imitating a musical phrase with his voice). I
honestly didn't know what to say, seeing as there were several hundred people in the hall
and they were all watching me. But the little one wouldn't stop! "Miss Demetra, why
were you doing that? Did your microphone break?"



"4l He yyBCTBOBAJIA Ce0Sl MHOCTPAHKOU "

Hemerpa dxopax-Mycragaoriay
BBICTYIIMJIA HA ClleHEe A3roc(huiapMOHUHU

®.AJIECKEPOI'JTY

27 utoHd B A3zep0aii1ykaHCKOM rocy1apCTBEHHOM
(bunapMoOHUH COCTOSIICS KOHLEPT amepu=D OaHckoi
neBuubl Jlemetpsor xopmax-Mycradaoriy.
OO6nanaTenpHUIIA 3aMEYATEIBHOTO COMPAHO, OHA ITUPOKO
M3BECTHA aMEPUKAHCKUM, Ja U HE TOJIbKO aMEPUKAHCKUM,
moburensiM My3biku. B penepryape lemetpsl [Ixopmk-
MycTtadaorny - 6oyiee 1BaIaTH MAPTUH U3 PASTUIHBIX
OIIEp U ONEPETT, 18 My3bIKaIbHBIX TEATPAIBHBIX POJIEH

(Buonerra, OButa, 9nu3za, Mumun). OHa U3BECTHA TaK K€ KaK BEJIMKOJIEITHAS
WCIIOJTHUTENIBHUIIA IPON /BEACHUI KIIACCUYECKOM ICTPATHON MY3BIKU. B ee Komneknuu -
narpazsl Hero-Hopkckoii akaeMun IpaMaTHUecKoro HCKYCCTBa, 1106e1a B KOHKYpCe
onepHoil My3blku B CaH-Dpaniucko, BeicTyuieHus ¢ CohuiickuM rocy1apcTBEHHBIM
TeaTpaJbHBIM OPKECTPOM, C STMOHCKUM (pUIapMOHUYECKUM OpKecTpoM. JlemeTpa
Jbxopx-MycTadaoriy BeicTynala Ha BEAYIIMX ONEpPHBIX clieHax bocToHa, XbrOCTOHA,
Jlac-Beraca. Ha ee xonneprax DOe pa3 npucyrctBoBanu npesuaentsl CHIA: ©opa,
Kaprep, Hukcon, KnuHTOH...

Ho xyna Baxuee npyroe. Imenno Jlemerpa [xopax-Mycradaoriy Brnepssie B CILIA
WCIOJHUJIA TOCYJapCTBEHHBIN TUMH A3epOaiipkaHa - Ha TOP)KECTBEHHOM BeYepe B UECTh
nus PecryOonuku 28 mas 2007 roga B TeHKOHCYIbCTBE A3epOaiimkana B Jloc-
Anmxenece. Jlemerpa Jxopaxkx-Mycradaoriy UCIIOIHUIA THMH U Ha CIEAYIOIUI TOJ -
28 mas 2008 roxa. U HeiHew ee ee BeicTyIuieHue B baky, ¢ Azep0OaiiikaHCcKuM
rOCyJJapCTBEHHBIM CUM(POHUYECKHM OpKEeCTpoM UMeHH Y3eupa ["ajpkubexoBa noj
yhpaBiieHuEM HapoiHOTo apTucta Payda AbnynnaeBa ¢ KOHLIEPTHON IPOrpaMMOi,
BKJIIOYAIOILEH POU3BEICHHS 3aM1aJHOEBPONEHCKUX KOMIIO3UTOPOB, TAKXKe OBLIIO
OpraHU30BaHO MPH coJlecTBUM a3zepoaitmkanckon qunmuccun B CLIA u muaHO
reHkoHcyisa DnuHa CyneliMaHoBa.

[Ipaznuuk MD13b1kH cocTosics. 3amedaTeNbHbINA F0JI0C, PEJKOE CHEHUYECKOE
MacTepCTBO, HEMO IIeIbHast UCKpEeHHOCTh: [lemeTpa [xopmx-Mycradaority mokopuia
ciymaresei O0ykBaibHO C TIEPBOI HOTHI.

A mocne KOHIECPTa OHA Aajia SKCKIIFO3UBHOC NHTCPBbLIO HaIlleu razere.

Y Bac HeoObIuHOe uMsi. Bame codcTBenHoe ums - /lemerpa - rpedeckoe. Cpennee -
Jxopaxk - anrjiocakconckoe. @amuius - typenkas. Kak Bo1 310 Bce coopan=D 0?



(cmeetcst) mst [lemerpa - 3TO B 4eCTh MOETO JIe/1a MO OTIY, OH ObUT poaoM u3 I'perun u
3Baiu ero Jumutpuc. B Oxnaxome, rae s poaunack, MeHs 3Banu Jle6u. CpegHee ums -
JKOpIXK - 3TO UMsI Moero otua. A Mycradaorny - Most paMUIIHS IO MYXKY, OH Y MEHS
KUIIPCKUH TYpPOK.

demertpa, BbI - npexkpacHas onepHasi nesuua. Ho B 10 ke Bpems B A3epoaiigxane
O0YeHb MHOT'0 HACJIBIIIAHBI 0 Ballleil, CKa/KeM TaK, JUIIJIOMATHYECK OH
AesITeJIbHOCTH, 0 TOM, YTO Bbl PeryJIipHO NIPUHUMAaeTe y4yacTue B Beuepax, KoTopble
OpraHmu3yeT Hallle FeHKOHCYJIbCTBO B Jloc-AH/Kes1ece, KaK Bbl HCIIOJTHSJIN THMH
A3epOaiixkaHa M T.A. A KeM BbI ce0s1 omymaere 00Jib1Ie - My3bIKAaHTOM HJIH
JTUILJIOMATOM?

Ha, 51 neiicrBurensHo nepBoit B CIIA ucnonnmia ruma Azep6aiipkana. [lenats 310 MHe
JIOBEJIOCH IBAYK/BI - B ITPOIIJIOM U B HBIHEIIHEM rony - B JIoc-AHmxkenece, BO Bpems
npueMa B FeHKOHCYIbCTBe A3epOaiimkana. [leBurieii s xoTena ObITh C IETCTBA, STOMY
yurmiiack. Ho moTom Mos %u3Hb oueHb n3mMeHmnack. S 30 et Ha3ag BCTpETHIIa OUYEHb
MUJIOTO YEJIOBEKA - U TENEPh MHE IPUXOANUTCS 3aHUMAThCS Pa3HBIMU
JTUIUIOMaTHYEeCKUMH JienaMu (cMmeetcs). YacTo neBibl OrpaHU4YUBAIOTCS TEM, YTO
UCTHONHSIOT ecHU. Ho Most sku3Hb, Obu1a 1pyroit. OHa Kyaa mupe. OTo JUIsl MeHs
OO0JIBIION IAHC.

B A3ep aiixikane k CeBepHomy Kunpy, 1 kK TypkaM-KMIIPHOTaM COBEpPIIEHHO 0c000e
OoTHomeHHe. MBI X CUMTAEM OYeHb OJTM3KUMHU, 00JIbIIE YeM OpPaThbsIMHU. A BbI,
npuexaB B AzepOaiizkaH, NOYyBCTBOBAJIH ceds 3/1ech cBoeil?

51 He uyBcTBOBaNa ce0s 3/1€Ch NHOCTPAHKOM. YeThIpe JHS Ha3a[ sl yuacTBOBaja B
KOHLIEPTE B YECTh 3aKPBITUS My3bIKaJdbHOTO (pecTuBais B bemnanauce. S cnena 14 necex,
U3 HUX JIB€ - Ha TypeukoM s3bike: "Y=D lkronap" n "Memneketum". B Moem penepryape
[IECHU Ha MHOTHX SI3bIKaX: Ha UTAIbSIHCKOM, aHTJIMICKOM, UCIIAHCKOM, all0aHCKOM... A
BooO1e B CIIA 4 ceifuac uyBcTBYIO ce0s Ky1a Omrke K azepOaiikaHCKoi oOuiHe, ueM
K TYPELKOH.

A KakK Bbl HO3HAKOMMJIUCH € a3epOaiiIKaHCKON MY3bIKOH?

My npunec MHe HOTbI U CD-ucK U cKa3ai: Thl 32 HEEIIO AOJDKHA 3TO BIyYUTh. MBI
MPUHSUIMCH BMECTE pa30uparh HOTHI, BKJIIOUMIN J UCK - U 3TO OKa3aJI0Ch TaK MPEeKpacHo!
370 OBLIO MPOCTO MpeKpacHo!

IIpoctuTe, ecian Mol BOIPOC 3BYYHMT HeeJIMKATHO, HO 1eTH Yy Bac ecTh? U ecou aa,
co0uparTcs JIU OHM MOCBATUTH CBOIO KU3HDb CLieHe?

VY nac nBe nouepu - [leBpan u [lenus, ogHoii 23 roga, apyroii - 21 rog. O6e - CTyIeHTKH
YHHUBEPCUTETA, U UMEHHO ITO3TOMY OHH HE CMOTJIM MpUeXaTh ¢ HaMu B A3epOaiipkaH.
O06e Mou IeBOYKHM TaHIIYIOT, MOIOT, HO 3aHU=D (0aTbcs 3TUM NMPOPECCUOHAIBHO HE XOTST
- U3-3a OTMACeHU, uTO 5 OYAy AJI1 HUX CIUIIKOM OONBIION "MOANEPKKONU". A OHH XOTAT
TOOUTHCS Y€TO-TO B KU3HU caMH. [[eBpaH, K IpuMepy, MCUXOJIOT.



BbI y:ke cka3auam, 4To BecbMa TecHO o0maerech B CIIA ¢ npeacTaBuTe s IMH Hamiei
azepoOaiixkanckoi o0muHbl. Hy a BAPYT CJIy4YHTCS TAK, YTO KTO-TO M3 HALIMX
BJIIOOUTCS B OIHY M3 BAllIUX J04Yepei U yBe3eT ee croaa?

Mowu nouSpu - 310 cBOOOIHBIE JFoAN. OHU MOTYT KHUTh, T/I€ YTOAHO. DTO JOJDKEH OBITH
WX COOCTBEHHBIN BBIOOD.

N nocaeannii, TpaiuMOHHBINH Bonpoc Hamel rasersl. He Morym Ob1 BBI pacckasaThb
KaKOH-HUOYAb CMEIIHOM, KYpbe3HbIH CJIy4Yail u3 Bamei ;Ku3um?

51 xouy pacckazaTh OJHY HCTOPUIO. AMEPUKAHO-TypeIKas )KEHCKas JIUra KpynHenmas
opraHu3aius >KeHIIUH B Typenkoi odumuae B CIIA. YV Hee mHOTO 3a1a4. MBI, C OJTHO#M
cto0oHBI, crtocob6cTBYEM (hOPMUPOBAHHIO TO3UTHBHOTO 00pa3a Typuuwu, a ¢ 1pyroi - y
Hac ecTh OOLIMpPHAst MPOorpaMMa MOMOIIH, B YACTHOCTH, S caMa OKa3bIBato (PMHAHCOBYIO
MOJICP>KKY MPOrpaMMe, MOMOTAIOLIEH JeTSIM U3ydaTh TYpelKui s3bIK. W Kakblil ros1 B
Hariei mrald-KBapTUpPE MPOXOIUT MEPONIPUATHE, MBI IIPUTIIAIIIAEM ITUX JETeH, 1 TamMm
1010, MBI UX yroljaeM naxjaBod M pa3HbIMU clafocTsaMu. M BOT, mocie Moero
BBICTYILICHHS, IPSIMO Ha CIIEHE KO MHE IOJAXOIUT MAIEHbKUI MaJTbYHK, BHUMATEIHHO
pasrisabIBaeT Moe IUIaThe, a IIOTOM TSHET 3a pyky: "Mucc [lemerpa! [Tlouemy BbI nenanu
Tak: "a-a-a!" (M1300pakaeT roJocomM My3bIKaJdbHYIO Qpasy)". 5, uecTHO roBops,
pacTepsiiach: B 3aJ1€ HECKOJIBKO COTEH UEJIOBEK, BCE CMOTPSAT Ha MEHS, @ MAJIbIIL HE
yaumaercs: "Mucc [lemeTpa, mouemy BbI enanu Tak? Y Bac 4To, MUKPOQOH HE
pabotan?"



